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SECTION I 
ORGANIZATION OF THE IOWA HIGH SCHOOL CLAY TARGET  

ASSOCIATION 
 
The purpose of the IHSCTA is to promote and govern the sport of high school 
target shooting throughout the state. 
 
A team consists of five individuals from the same school shooting on the same 
squad.  The team may have members from other schools as long as the schools 
already share [two or more] other sports programs.  Schools may field multiple 
teams and schools not able to field an entire team will allow individuals to shoot 
in the league for individual awards only.  In situations where a school team and 
a ‘club’ team are located in the same geographic area, students must shoot for 
their respective high school teams. [That is to say, if a school offers trap but not 
skeet or sporting clays, the affected trap shooters must shoot for their high 
school.]  In those situations, a student may, in fact, shoot different disciplines 
representing separate entities, i.e., shoot trap for their high school and skeet for 
the regional club. 
 
The IHSCTA supports a no-cut policy meaning any eligible shooter will be al-
lowed to participate.  Verification of school enrollment will be the responsibility of 
the team’s coach.  Team scoring will be based on the cumulative five scores for a 
given team on the same squad from the same school.  To combine teams from 
different schools at any point in the league is a violation (“cherry-picking”) and 
will result in the disqualification of the team. 
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Constitution and Bylaws  
of the  

Iowa High School Clay  

Target Association 

 

ARTICLE I:  NAME 
 

 The name of this Association shall be the Iowa High School Clay 

Target Association hereinafter known as the “Association” and/or 

IHSCTA.  The Bylaws of the Association shall govern the administra-

tion and operation of the Association. 

 

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of the IHSCTA is to promote and govern the sport of 

high school clay target shooting throughout the state. 

 

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP 

 

 Any Coach or Assistant Coach who is actively participating in the 

“High School” or SCTP program is eligible to attend meetings regard-

ing the conduct of business by this Association.  Questions relating to 

eligibility shall be determined by the Board of Directors. 
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All members of the Association are subject to and bound by the 

Constitution and Bylaws of the Association existing at that time or as 

they may thereafter be amended. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  DUES 

 

There are currently no fees associated with being a member of the 

Association.  An annual membership fee could only be imposed after 

a majority vote of the members present at the Annual All Coaches 

meeting at a time and date as set forth in these by-laws. 

 

ARTICLE V:  BUSINESS MEETINGS 

 

SECTION 1:  ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the members shall be held at the Annual 

All Coaches meeting which will take place between August 1 and Oc-

tober 31 each year at a date, time, and location to be determined by 

the Board of Directors. 

 

SECTION 2:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

 Board of Directors meetings will be held quarterly, or as deemed 

appropriate by the Board of Directors.  The President shall have the 

authority to convene special meetings of the Board of Directors. 
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SECTION 3:  QUORUM 

 A quorum of the Board of Directors shall be at least one-half of 

the members of said Board.  At any duly called conference or special 

meeting of the membership, one-twentieth of the membership of the 

Association personally present and entitled to vote shall constitute a 

quorum. 

 

SECTION 4:  VOTING 

 In all elections for Executive Officers and Zone Directors of the 

Association, every member entitled to vote shall be permitted to cast 

only one vote, in person at the Annual Meeting, for each elective of-

fice. 

 

 Unless otherwise provided in these Bylaws, the affirmative vote of 

the majority of the members present at a meeting at which a quorum 

is present shall be necessary for the adoption of any matter voted on 

by members. 

 

SECTION 5:  ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 The order of business for Board meetings shall be: 

1. Call to order 

2. Roll Call of Membership 

3. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting 

4. Treasurer’s report 

5. Committee reports 

6. Old business 
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7. New business 

8. Adjournment 

 

ARTICLE VI:  OFFICERS 

 

SECTION 1:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 The permanent members of the Board of Directors shall con-

sist of four (4) Executive Officers (President, Vice-President, Secre-

tary/Treasurer and State Shooting Coordinator), four (4) Zone Direc-

tors, one (1) representative from the Skeet shooting discipline, one 

(1) representative from the Sporting Clays discipline and the Immedi-

ate Past President.  Each Board member will have one (1) vote.  The 

Immediate Past President shall act as a non-voting member / advisor 

to the Board of Directors, except in the event of a tie.   

The President shall appoint Chairpersons of Standing Commit-

tees to the Board of Directors.  Said Chairpersons will each have one 

(1) vote.  Any such Committee appointment will be ratified by a vote 

of the Board of Directors.  Committee Chairs will remain until such 

time as deemed necessary by a majority vote of the Board of Direc-

tors. 

 

The President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer positions 

shall be elected to a term of two years by the members eligible to 

vote that are in attendance at the Annual All Coaches meeting.  Zone 

Directors shall be elected by the member’s eligible to vote from each 



8 

zone that are in attendance at the Annual Meeting.  The Skeet and 

Sporting Clays representatives will be elected by a majority vote of 

the coaches for their respective disciplines.  These positions are to be 

elected to a term of two years.  The term of office for all elected po-

sitions shall commence at the close of Annual All Coaches meeting. 

 

 Beginning in 2010, elections will be held for the offices of Presi-

dent, Secretary, Northwest Zone Director, Southeast Zone Director 

and the Skeet Representative.  These positions will be for a two year 

term. 

 In 2011, elections will be held for Vice President, Northeast Zone 

Director, Southwest Zone Director and Sporting Clays Representative.  

These positions will be for a two year term. 

 

 

SECTION 2:  DUTIES 

President - shall preside at meetings of the Board of Directors 

and the Association; shall appoint the chairperson and members 

of committees; shall see that orders and resolutions of the 

Board of Directors are carried out.   

 

Vice-President - shall act in the place and stead of the Presi-

dent in the event of his absence, inability or refusal to act; and 

shall exercise and discharge such other duties as may be re-

quired of him by the Board of Directors.The Vice-President will  
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also assume the permanent role of Chairperson of the Rules 

Committee. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer - shall keep and maintain the minutes of 

all meetings of the Board of Directors and the minutes of all 

meetings of the members of the Association, maintain all rec-

ords, including financial and membership, of the Association 

and perform such other duties as directed by the President.  

The Secretary/Treasurer shall disburse funds as are directed 

from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors.  At 

the expiration of the Secretary/Treasurer’s term, the 

SecretaryTreasurer shall deliver to the successor all money, 

property and records of the Association in the Secre-

tary/Treasurer’s care, custody and control. 

 

Zone Director - shall represent their assigned geographical 

area.  At each Annual All Coaches meeting, the members from 

each region shall caucus to elect a Zone Director.  Zone Direc-

tors shall serve as members of the Board of Directors and will 

represent the interests of their regions at Board meetings.  

Zone Directors will coordinate all Association business within 

their region during their tenure.  The State shall be divided as 

near as possible into four equal parts by counties.  They are as 

follows: 

 Northwest Zone - Buena Vista, Calhoun, Cherokee, Clay, Crawford, 
Dickinson, Emmett, Hamilton, Hancock, Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, Lyon, 
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Monona, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Sac, Sioux, 
Webster, Winnebago, Woodbury and Wright. 

 

 Northeast Zone – Worth, Mitchell, Howard, Winneshiek, Allamakee, 
Clayton, Fayette, Chickasaw, Floyd, Cerro Gordo, Butler, Franklin, Bremer, 
Hardin, Grundy, Black Hawk, Buchanan, Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson, 
Jones, Linn, Benton, Tama and Marshall. 

 

 Southeast Zone – Jasper, Poweshiek, Iowa, Johnson, Cedar, Clinton, 
Scott, Muscatine, Louisa, Washington, Keokuk, Mahaska, Marion, Lucas, 
Monroe, Wapello, Jefferson, Henry, Des Moines, Lee, Van Buren, Davis, 
Appanoose and Wayne. 

 
Southwest Zone – Harrison, Carroll, Story, Guthrie, Adair, Mills, Clarke, 
Page, Greene, Polk, Audubon, Cass, Boone, Madison, Union, Fremont, 
Taylor, Pottawattamie, Shelby, Adams, Warren, Decatur, Dallas, Ringgold 
and Montgomery. 

 

Immediate Past President - shall continue as a member of 

the Board of Directors.  The Immediate Past President will not 

have the power to vote on matters before the Board of Direc-

tors except in the event of a tie vote.  The Immediate Past 

President shall render the tie-breaking vote. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII:  ELECTIONS 

 

 Elections for the offices of President, Vice-President, Secre-

tary/Treasurer Skeet Representative, Sporting Clays Representative 

and Zone Directors shall be held at the Annual All Coaches meeting.  

Elections for the office of President shall take place first, followed by 

the remaining Executive Officer seats and, finally, the Zone Directors 
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seats.  Candidates for any seat as an Executive Officer of the Asso-

ciation will have first served as a Zone Director or Standing Commit-

tee Chair.     

 

In the event that there are no candidates meeting the require-

ments for an elected office, nominations will be taken from the voting 

membership present at the Annual Meeting.  Offices filled in this 

manner will require the approval of at least sixty percent (60%) of 

the voting members present at the Annual Meeting. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII:  COMMITTEES 

  

The Association Board of Directors will maintain standing com-

mittees and as many ad-hoc committees as deemed necessary by the 

Board.  Committee meetings will be held at the discretion of the 

Committee Chair.  Each committee shall keep minutes and records of 

all meetings for presentation to the Board.   

 

Standing Committees include: 

 Rules Committee – responsible for the preparation, applica-

tion and interpretation of the rules governing the clay target 

sports. 
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 Safety Committee – responsible for establishing the safety 

rules and enforcement of said rules at all sanctioned IHSCTA 

meets. 

 

 The Board of Directors of the Association may appoint other 

committees as deemed necessary for the benefit and advancement of 

the Association. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX:  AMENDMENTS 

 

 The Constitution and Bylaws of the Association may be amended 

by two-thirds vote of the membership present at the next Annual 

Meeting, provided that notice has been made in writing to the mem-

bership at least 15 days prior to the Annual All Coaches meeting. 

 

 

ARTICLE X:  DISSOLUTION OF THE ASSOCIA-

TION 

 

 If, for any reason, the Association shall be dissolved, the assets of 

the Association shall be used to fulfill existing financial obligations at 

the time of the dissolution and to pay such expenses as are neces-

sary to dissolve the Association. 
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 Any assets remaining shall be transferred to a nonprofit organiza-

tion, selected by the Board of Directors, which has been formed for 

purposes substantially similar to those established in these bylaws. 
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IHSCTA Executive Board Members 
 
President:   Ron Underwood     641-330-7712 
 Ron.und@gmail.com  
 
Vice President:  Tim Kueter                               641-330-7132 
 timkueter@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Tom Beyer                         641-832-8750 
      case600d@myclearwave.net 
   
 
NW Zone Director: Brian Ernst      515-368-1988 
 matrixbc@goldfieldaccess.net  
 
NE Zone Director: Larry Johnson                          641-832-8593 
     osagetrapteam@yahoo.com 
  
 
SW Zone Director: Royce Stangl      712-683-5752  
 avad@iowatelecom.net  
 
SE Zone Director: Steve Heaton                            641-660-3798 
 Steve.heaton@musco.com 
 
Skeet Director:  Guy Thomas                            515-229-4544 
      g.Thomas@q.com 
    
 
Sporting Clays Director:  Dave Swanson   515-571-4178 
 Dave.swanson@ivescollc.com 
 
Safety Committee Chair:  Chuck Stanton   319-240-9494 stan-
ton1@iowatelecom.net 
 
Rules Committee Chair:  Tim Kueter                   641-330-7132  
 timkueter@yahoo.com 
 
State Shoot Coordinator: Ben Berka    515-281-0140
 Ben.Berka@dnr.iowa.gov 
 

mailto:Ron.und@gmail.com
mailto:matrixbc@goldfieldaccess.net
mailto:avad@iowatelecom.net
mailto:Dave.swanson@ivescollc.com
mailto:Ben.Berka@dnr.iowa.gov
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2013 Rules Committee Members 
 
 
Ben Berka   515-281-0140 Ben.Berka@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
Brian Ernst   515-368-1988 matrixbc@goldfieldaccess.net  
 
Larry Johnson         641-832-8593   osagetrapteam@yahoo.com 
 
Royce Stangl  712-683-5752 avad@iowatelecom.net  
 
Steve Heaton          641-660-3798   Steve.heaton@musco.com  
 
Tim Kueter*            641-330-7132   timkueter@yahoo.com 
 
 
* denotes Committee Chair 

mailto:Ben.Berka@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:matrixbc@goldfieldaccess.net
mailto:avad@iowatelecom.net
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SECTION II 
RULES OF CONDUCT OF AN IHSCTA TRAPSHOOTER 

 
Each head coach will be furnished a copy of these Official Rules and it 
is assumed each coach and shooter will read and understand each rule.  
Any topic not covered by these Rules will defer to the Official Rules of 
Trapshooting as established by the Amateur Trapshooting Association. 
 
1.  By entering the competition, every contestant agrees to accept all official de-
cisions and abide by these Rules. 
 
2.  All persons including competitors, referees/scorers and trap personnel must 
wear appropriate eye and hearing protection while on the trap field.  Failure to 
comply may result in disqualification.  [ATA Rules, page 18, Para. 16] 
 
3.  Movement and exposure on the line or on adjacent traps should be kept to a 
minimum.  At no point should a contestant, coach or trainer become an observa-
ble distraction with the exception of a coach resolving a safety issue. 
 
4.  All guns used by contestants MUST be equipped, fitted and utilized as to not 
to eject empty shells onto the ground.  [As an example, shell catchers are re-
quired for all semi-automatic shotguns.]  Failure to comply will result in a warn-
ing for the first violation and disqualification for subsequent violations. 
 
5.  Picking up empty shells that have hit the ground while shooting or between 
post changes is prohibited.  
 
6.  Use of a vest or shell pouch is required.  If a live round is dropped, it should 
be retrieved at the next post change, if possible. 
 
7.  Required Dress code for High School Clay Target participants at all certified 
events: 

 Only closed-toed shoes are allowed. 
 Pants must not have any visible holes [which includes ‘fray look’ 

jeans]. 

 If wearing shorts, the shorts must be no shorter than 2 inches 
above the knee. 

 Shirts with sleeves are required; a school designation is recom-
mended. 

 Clothing promoting products illegal for use by minors and clothing 
displaying obscene material, profanity or reference to prohibited 
conduct are not allowed 

 Also, midriffs need to be covered (shirt meets pants) and pants 
need to be fashioned at the waist with no undergarments visible. 



17 

Failure to comply with the dress standards will disqualify a shooter from that 
competition. 
 
8.  All contestants must comply with the Code of Conduct established by their 
respective high schools. 
 
9.  Guns will be carried with the barrels down with actions open and empty.  Any 
time a shooter moves from post to post with a shell [live or spent] in the cham-
ber is a safety violation and the shooter will be disqualified from the event.  No 
guns are to be carried over the shoulder. 
 
10.  League Awards and All-State Honors: 
 Each eligible* participant must shoot a total of 300 targets to be eligible for 
E-League, Iowa All-State team and/or individual awards.  The target require-
ments are as follows: 
 200  league targets shot at Invitationals [or multi-school events] 
 100  Iowa High School State Shoot 
 
All targets shot during the course of the season are to be submitted to the Coor-
dinator.  Only the top 200 scores per competitor will be counted as part of de-
termining team or individual awards.  Practice scores do not count towards tar-
get requirements and must not be submitted for consideration.  Invitational tar-
gets must be shot at a minimum of four separate events. 
 
Iowa All-State awards will consist of the top 6 teams and 6 individuals for both 
male and female. 
 
*An eligible participant is one who has been assigned a DNR Shooter number, 
thus indicating proper documentation has been received by the Coordinator. 
 
11.  At least half of the 200 electronic league targets must be shot away from 
the team’s home range if the team and/or individual is vying for League, Individ-
ual or All-State honors.  In that case, no more than two scores per shooter per 
facility would be counted towards that requirement. 
 
12.  Please be aware that participation in any form of gambling or Lewis class 
award system IS a conduct violation which may result in disqualification.  At no 
time may any student accept an award for which the value exceeds $50.  At no 
time may any student accept an award of money or in the form thereof.  A stu-
dent may accept a statuette trophy, plaque or cup as long as the award does not 
exceed $50.00 in value.  Any trophy in excess of the $50.00 limit must be 
awarded as team recognition and becomes property of the respective school. 
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13.  The IHSCTA supports participation in the SCTP program.  Separate trophies 
are available for those who choose to participate. 
 
14.  For the purposes of the IHSCTA, an event is defined as a 50-target meet or 
invitational.  Therefore, the 25 targets shot at the 16-yard line and the 25 targets 
shot at the 19-yard line would be considered sub-events. 
 
15.  Each student must have participated in at least three practices prior to 
shooting in their first invitational, dual, triangular meet of the season. 
 
16.  No alcohol or tobacco is to be used or available on the premises during a 
competition or practice.  Note this applies to coaches, students, parents, volun-
teers, etc. that are present during a competition or practice. 
 
17.  The 2013 High School Trap season will begin March 4 and close May 18 with 
the State Tournament scheduled for June 1 in Cedar Falls.  Official competition 
should not begin prior to April 1.  Coaches must be present when their team is 
competing. 
 
18.  Initial team rosters and coaching staff information for previously established 
teams must be submitted to the State Shooting Coordinator no later than April 1.  
Any changes or additions to a team’s roster must be made as soon as practical. 
 
19.  Failure to follow established IHSCTA rules [by host clubs] at an event will 
result in having all scores from that event disqualified. 
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Section III 
 Conducting a Shoot 

 
  
A. Checklist for the Shoot 
 
  
 1.  Invitational shoots must be between two or more teams with different 
coaches for each team and represent two or more different schools.  All invita-
tional shoots will utilize a 50 target format with 25 targets shot from the 16 yard-
line and 25 targets shot from the 19 yard-line.  Invitational targets must be shot 
at a minimum of four separate events.  At least half of the 200 electronic league 
targets must be shot away from the team’s home range if the team and/or indi-
vidual is vying for League, Individual or All-State Honors.  In that case, no more 
than two scores per shooter per facility would be counted towards that require-
ment. 
 
 2.  Competition dates are to be submitted to the DNR Shooting Sports Coor-
dinator [hereafter referred to as Coordinator], 14 days prior to the event for the 
purpose of certifying the event.  All certified events will be posted on the website 
within 7 days of submission.  Only certified events will count towards the 200 
target criteria for the E League. 
 
 3.  For the purposes of awarding individual and team trophies, only competi-
tions that have been posted on the website will be considered.  The official web-
site is on the Shooting Sports pages found at www.IowaDNR.gov under the Law 
Enforcement section. 
 
 4. All scores for teams and individuals must be submitted on the approved 
form available from the Coordinator and be received by the Coordinator within 7 
days of the conclusion of the event.  The Coordinator will then have scores post-
ed within 14 days of the event. 
 
 5.  As a courtesy, team coaches are strongly urged to send written notifica-
tion [i.e., e-mail] to the host team its intention to participate, along with an esti-
mate of the number of participants/squads two weeks prior to the event. 
 
B.  Follow-up Duties 
 
 1.  Following the conclusion of the shoot, it is the responsibility of the host 
club management to submit the required forms to the Coordinator within 7 days 
of the conclusion of the shoot. Failure to submit scores properly and in a timely 
fashion will result in the scores not being considered for awards and trophies.  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
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The host club will retain one copy, the team coach will retain a copy and the 
third copy is to be submitted to the Coordinator. 
 
 2.  Prior to submitting the shoot results, two coaches from two different 
teams must sign and date the score sheets.   
 
 3.  Shoot results should be emailed to all coaches whose teams participated 
by the host team. 
 
 
C.   Keeping Shoot Records 
 
 1.  Coaches are required to keep records from all shoots for a minimum of 
one year.  This includes actual squad sheets that were used on the field. [ATA 
page 12, Section E.] 
 
D.  Firing Positions and Shooting Order  
 
 1.  There will be five firing positions (posts), numbered 1 to 5, left to right, 
spaced three yards apart and sixteen yards from the baseline at the trap house. 
[ATA page 13, Para D.1] 
 
 2.  The referee/scorer shall not throw a target unless all contestants are in 
the correct positions. 
 
E.  Squadding, Squad Leader Responsiblities and Target Observation 
[ATA pages 14 – 15] 
 
 1.  For each squad, the shooter who has been assigned to start on post 1 is 
designated at the “Squad Leader”.  If post 1 is empty, the role of Squad Leader 
passes to the shooter assigned to start on post 2 and so on.  The Squad Leader 
has the following duties: 
  a. After all squad members are present at their assigned positions on the 
trap field; the Squad Leader should ascertain that all squad members are ready 
to begin the sub-event.  After doing so, the Squad Leader only may ask that a 
target(s) be thrown for the squad’s observation.  For regular 16 yard and Handi-
cap events, the Squad Leader may ask for one (1) target only.  For shoot-offs in 
16 yard and Handicap events, the Squad Leader may ask for two (2) targets 
  b. If the target(s) thrown for observation are broken, irregular or illegal, 
the Squad Leader may ask that another target be thrown.  The squad has the 
right to see a target before commencing a sub-event. 
  c. The Squad Leader should check and initial the score sheet at the 
completion of each sub-event. 
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  d. The Squad Leader shall have the responsibility to carry the score 
sheet, on which more than one sub-event is recorded, from trap to trap until 
completion of the event. 
 
 2. During a sub-event, if there is a delay due to trap or gun malfunction, the 
contestant in turn may ask to see a target thrown before he/she resumes shoot-
ing. 
 
 3. Should a trap be throwing targets that, although not necessarily illegal, 
appreciably vary from trap to trap, any shooter may request that management 
reset the trap even though prior squads have shot.  The final decision as to 
whether or not a trap is to be reset will be made only by the shoot management. 
 
 4. During a sub-event, if a contestant is subjected to a single no target 
event, the contestant shall have the right to see a legal target and adjust the 
voice release mechanism (if present) before shooting resumes. 
 
 5. It is illegal for more than five (5) shooters to be in a squad. 
 
F.  Shoot-offs [ATA page 15] 
 
 1.  Shoot-offs shall be considered and interpreted the same as registered 
events and all applicable ATA Rules shall apply unless mutually agreed upon by 
all contestants.  The management of a tournament may rule that ties shall be 
carried over to the first (or more if needed) sub-event of the next like event. 
 
 2.  All ties whenever possible shall be shot off and in such a manner, as 
shoot management shall designate.  Unless otherwise specified by the manage-
ment, ties on single target events shall be shot off in 25 target events.  It is 
strongly recommended that the following format be utilized during a shoot-off:  
From the 16-yard line, each shooter shall fire two rounds from each of the five 
shooting posts followed by three rounds from each position from the 19-yard 
line. 
 
 3.  When attempting to settle a team tie, a score shot by an individual during 
a shoot-off for an individual trophy cannot be used as part of a score to deter-
mine a tie for a team trophy.  Team shoot-offs should be conducted using the 
same shooting sequence as individual shoot-offs, ideally with the affected teams 
shooting simultaneously on separate fields. 
 
 4.  When squadding shooters for shoot-offs, the shooting order shall be the 
order in which they shot in the last event involved.  There will be no substitu-
tions to a squad for the purposes of a shoot-off.  In the event of a missing squad 
member, the affected team will forfeit their involvement in the shoot-off. 
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 5.  The following method shall be used for rotation of shooters:  Starting 
posts to be used shall be as follows except where handicap yardage makes it un-
safe. 
  If 1 shooter – post number 2. 
  If 2 shooters – post numbers 2 and 4.  
  If 3 shooters – post numbers 2, 3 and 4. 
  If 4 shooters – post numbers 2,3,4 and 5. 
  If 5 shooters – post numbers 1,2,3,4 and 5. 
  If more than 5 shooters are involved in the tie, they shall be divided as 
  equally as possible into two or more squads as directed by the   
  management. 
 
  In subsequent shoot-offs the post shall be rotated in a clockwise man-
ner, with the shooter from post 1 advancing to post 2 and the shooter from post 
5 rotating to post 1 or to the post dictated by the number of shooters remaining, 
but always in a clockwise rotation. 
 
 6.  It is recommended that shooters involved in shoot-offs be given no more 
than three five minute calls to report for a shoot-off.  First call, second call and 
final call. 
 
 7.  If ties remain after 50 targets, the subsequent rounds will be shot as 
“miss and out” as the means to determine a winner for that event. 
 
 8.  No shoot offs will begin until fifteen minutes after the final scores are 
posted. 
 
H.  Safety 
 
 1.  It is the shooter’s responsibility and shoot management’s responsibility to 
conduct a shoot in a reasonable and safe manner. 
 
 2.  It is the shoot management’s responsibility to remove any competitor 
who is conducting himself/herself in an unsafe manner.  (Repeat violators should 
be reported to the Rules Committee for further action.) 
 
 3.  Each trap house shall be equipped with a flag or other warning device to 
warn of any person(s) exiting from the trap house.  There will be NO pointing of 
guns downrange when the warning flag is visible. 
 
 4.  All guns must have the action opened and contain no live or empty shells 
at any time, except while the shooter is on the firing line.  A break open gun’s 
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action may be closed when it is in a gun rack but it shall not contain a live or 
empty shell.   
 
 5.  As a safety precaution, test shots will not be permitted under any circum-
stances. 
 
 6.  A contestant shall place a live shell in his/her gun only when on a post 
facing the traps.  A shooter may place a live round in their gun prior to their turn 
to shoot.  They MAY NOT close the action until is their turn to shoot.  In Singles 
or Handicap shooting he/she may place only one live shell in his/her gun at a 
time and must remove it or the empty shell before moving from one post to an-
other.  In changing from one post to another, the shooter shall not walk in front 
of the other competitors.  Additionally, when moving from post to post, the 
muzzle of the gun must be pointed downward with the action open and 
empty. The shooter will turn to his/her right and move to the next post.  Any 
time a shooter moves from post to post with a shell [live or spent] in the cham-
ber is a safety violation and the shooter will be disqualified from the event.  No 
guns are to be carried over the shoulder. 
 
 7.  A contestant may hold his/her gun in any safe position when it is his/her 
turn to shoot.  The contestant must in no manner interfere with the preceding 
shooter by raising his/her gun to point or otherwise create an observable distrac-
tion. (ATA page 18, Para 14.) 
 
 8.  All guns used by contestants MUST be equipped, fitted and utilized as to 
not to eject empty shells onto the ground.  Failure to comply will result in a 
warning for the first violation and disqualification for subsequent violations. 
 
 9.  No competitor is to use a toe pad or rest the barrel of their shotgun on 
any part of their foot. Magnetic pads or any ground rest are also strictly prohibit-
ed.  Any violation of this rule will be grounds for disqualification of the entire 
squad from the event.  
 
 10.  All persons including competitors, referees/scorers and trap personnel 
must wear appropriate eye and hearing protection while on the trap field.  Fail-
ure to comply may result in disqualification.  [ATA Rules, page 18, Para. 16] 
 
 11.  All shoots must have a designated safety director.  There shall be no 
less than two safety monitors per trap field per round.  These safety monitors 
are not to act in any fashion to be interpreted as coaching the contestants while 
serving in this capacity. 
 
 12.  All spectators and coaches [unless serving as safety monitor] must re-
main behind the 27-yard line. 
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 13.  Coaches are required to brief their team on safety procedures prior to 
each event. 
 
 14.  In the event of a gun malfunction, failure to fire or jam, the gun is to 
remain pointed downrange.  If the contestant cannot clear the malfunction, 
he/she shall raise their trigger hand to request assistance. 
 
 15.  Safety violations must be reported to the Rules Committee by the Coach 
of the host school.  Repeat offender(s) of these Official Rules will be given a 30-
day suspension upon a second violation of these Rules; a third violation will re-
sult in a 90-day suspension; and further violations will be reviewed by the Rules 
Committee for further disciplinary action. 
 
 

Section IV 
Official Scoring 

  
 
A.  Procedure 
 
 1.  The official score is the record kept by the referee/scorer on a sheet fur-
nished by the shoot management.  The referee’s/scorer’s decision on whether a 
target is dead or lost is final, subject to review only by the shoot committee or 
governing body.  The score sheet shall show the scores earned in the event.  
 
 2.  The referee/scorer shall keep an accurate record of each score of each 
contestant.  If he/she rules “DEAD” or “LOST”, the referee/scorer shall promptly 
mark / or X for “DEAD” or 0 for “LOST” on the score sheet.  Any target scored 
other than clearly with /, X and 0, or which appears to be scored with both an X 
and 0, shall be “LOST”, unless the word “DEAD” is clearly printed beside it.  The 
scores of the competition shall be official and govern all awards and records of 
the competition. [ATA Page 28, para. 2] 
 
 3.  The referee/scorer shall distinctly announce, “Lost” when the target is 
missed and “No Target” when no target is thrown or a target is thrown broken. 
 
 4.  When the scorer calls “No Target” for any contestant, the next contestant 
shall not shoot until the first shooter has shot and the scorer has ruled “Dead” or 
“Lost.” 
 
 5.  It is the duty of the referee/scorer to see that the shooters change posts 
at the proper time; however, any targets shot after failure to move at the proper 
time shall be scored. 
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 6.  Inadvertently skipped posts.  A shooter is required to shoot the requisite 
number of targets from each post.  If a shooter inadvertently skips a post he/she 
or any member of the squad shall not be deemed to be out of turn but will be 
required to shoot the specified number of targets from the skipped post.  While 
the shooter is shooting the skipped post the remainder of the squad will remain 
behind the trap line and will not proceed to the next trap. 
 
 7.  To preserve the harmony of the competition, no member of a squad shall 
move toward the next post or leave the field until the squad member who is last 
has fired his/her final shot of the current post’s specified number of targets. 
 
 8.  The official score must be kept on the score sheet in plain view of the 
contestants. 
 
 9.  It is an error if the referee/scorer fails to properly mark the results of any 
shot in the section of the score sheet where the results should be recorded.  In 
such cases it is the duty of that contestant to have any error corrected before 
he/she has fired the first shot at the next post or in the case of his/her last post 
before leaving the trap.  If the shooter fails to have a score corrected, the rec-
orded score(s) shall remain unchanged and no valid protest will be entertained.  
[ATA page 29] 
 
 10.  Every contestant in a squad shall be permitted to examine his/her score 
before the sheet is sent to the bulletin board or cashier’s office.  The score sheet 
should be checked, confirmed and initialed by the Squad Leader.  The Squad 
Leader is encouraged to verify that any targets changed during the round are 
correctly noted as either dead or lost.  After the completion of the last sub-event 
the score sheet will be handled as directed by shoot management. 
 
 11.  Errors in the recorded details of the official score can only be corrected 
in strict accordance with the aforementioned Rules, but an error in totaling or 
compilation of targets shall be corrected whenever the error is discovered.  Shoot 
management must correct scores recorded in error by field personnel as a result 
of misapplication of the Rules. 
 
 12.  Any protest concerning a score or scores must be made before or im-
mediately after the close of the competition to which such scores relate.  A valid 
protest may only be made by a contestant who competed in the event.  The af-
fected contestant shall bring the issue to the attention of their coach who will 
address the situation with shoot management.  If no formal protests are filed, 
the scores shall be considered final at the close of the event. 
 
 



26 

B.  Broken or Dead Target 
 
 A target (called “Dead”) is one that is fired upon and has a visible broken 
 piece from it, or one that is completely reduced to dust.  The referee/scorer 
 shall record a target dead when it is broken in the air. 
 
 
C.  Lost Target 
 
 The referee/scorer shall rule, “LOST”: 
  
 1.  When the contestant fires and fails to break the target whether missed 
completely or when only dust falls from it.  A “Dusted Target,” is a target from 
which there is a puff of dust, but no perceptible piece is seen; it is not a dead 
target; or 
 
 2.  When a whole target appears promptly after a contestant’s recognizable 
command and is within the legal limits of flight and the contestant voluntarily 
does not fire; or 
 
 3.  When an illegal target, a freak target, or a target of a markedly different 
color is fired at and missed.  A contestant may refuse illegal, freak or off-colored 
targets, but if he/she fires at the target the result must be scored; or 
 
 4.  When a contestant voluntarily withdraws from, or is otherwise disquali-
fied, and takes no further part in a sub-event after having fired at one or more 
targets of a sub-event and does not fire at all the targets in the sub-event, the 
referee/scorer shall rule all targets not fired upon “LOST” targets and they shall 
be scored and reported accordingly.  When the shooter is prevented by reasons 
beyond his/her control from completing a sub-event, the scores for that partial 
sub-event shall not be recorded or reported; or 
 
 5.  When a score sheet is delivered to the office with one or more targets 
that are not properly scored either “DEAD” or “LOST,” they shall be scored as 
“LOST” targets by shoot management; or 
 
 6.  When a commonly called ‘soft load’ occurs, and the shot is fired but no 
part of the over powder wad or shot remains in the barrel and the target is 
missed.  A soft load where the over powder wad or shot remains in the barrel 
shall be deemed a “Failure to Fire” and the “Failure to Fire” Rules apply. 
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D.  Failure to Fire 
 
 The following procedure shall be followed in all tournaments: 
 
 1.  A contestant shall be allowed two failures to fire in Singles and Handicap 
events, for any reason other than stated in Paragraph C.,2. above, during each 
sub-event regardless of the length of the sub-event.  When the first or second 
allowable Failure to Fire in any sub-event occurs, the contestant shall be allowed 
to call for and fire at another target and the result of the shot will be scored in 
accordance with these Official Rules.  During shoot-offs, shooters will be allowed 
one Failure to Fire in each 25 target event. [ATA page 30, D1.] 
 
 
E.  No Target 
 
 The referee/scorer shall rule “NO TARGET” and allow another target(s) in the 
following instances: 
 
 1.  When an allowable “Failure to Fire” as described above occurs. 
 
 2.  In single target events when the target is thrown broken, regardless if 
the result of any shot fired. 
 
 3.  When a whole target appears on the call of the shooter along with target 
debris. 
 
 4.  When a contestant shoots out of turn.  All contestants must shoot in reg-
ular order or sequence according to his or her position in the squad.  A contest-
ant who does not shoot in regular order is ‘out of turn’ and the results are not 
scored. 
 
 5.  When two contestants fire at the same target. 
 
 6.  When the trap is sprung without any call pull, or when it is sprung at any 
material interval of time before or after the call of the contestant, provided the 
contestant does not fire.  If the contestant fires, the result must be scored. 
 
 7.  When two targets are thrown at the same time in single target events re-
gardless of whether the contestant fires. 
 
 8.  When an ‘illegal’ target is thrown, which is a target that is not within the 
prescribed angle or height limits for single target shooting, or what is known as a 
‘flipper’ or ‘freak’ target is thrown, which is a target that may have slipped out of 
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the carrier of the trap or one not properly placed on the trap, provided the con-
testant does not fire at it.  If the contestant fires, the result must be scored. 
 
 9.  When a target whose color is markedly different from that of the others is 
thrown, and the contestant does not fire.  If the contestant fires, the result must 
be scored. 
 
 10.  When firing, the contestant’s feet must be behind the firing mark at 16-
yards, or behind the mark for the handicap yard line.  
 
 

 
Section V 

Standards for Trap houses, Targets, Target Setting, Guns and Ammuni-
tion [ATA pages 47-50] 

  
A. TRAP MACHINE 
 
 A trap machine, which throws targets at an unknown angle, shall be used. 
All trap machines used to throw ATA registered targets shall be so manufactured, 
modified, or equipped as to interrupt irregularly the oscillation of the trap or oth-
erwise assure the unpredictability of the flight of substantially all targets thrown. 
Each gun club that throws ATA registered targets must have on file in the ATA 
main offices a signed Affidavit that the trap machines used to throw registered 
targets meet the requirements of this rule. The State/Provincial ATA Delegate is 
responsible for the enforcement of this Rule. 
 
B. TRAPHOUSES 
 
 Traphouses must adequately protect the trap loaders and shall not be higher 
than necessary for that purpose. It is recommended that traphouses constructed 
after September 1, 2003 shall conform to the following specifications: 
1. Length not less than 7 feet, 6 inches, nor more than 9 feet, 6 inches. 
2. Width not less than 7 feet, 6 inches, nor more than 9 feet, 6 inches. 
3. Height not less than 2 feet, 2 inches, nor more than 3 feet, 0 inches, the 
height to be measured from the plane of the number 3 shooting position. 
It is recommended that the throwing surface (throwing arm or plate) of the trap 
machine be on the same level as that of Post 3 and the target height setting 
pad. 
 
C. POSTS 
 
 The posts shall be 3 yards apart on the circumference of a circle whose radi-
us is 16 yards. Handicap posts, when used, shall be prolongations of the lines 
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given in Diagram II (p. 56), commonly known as fan shaped. The distance be-
tween posts at 16-yards shall then be 3 yards. 
 
D. TARGETS 
 
 No target shall measure more than four and five-sixteenths (4 5/16) inches 
in diameter, and not more than one and one-eighth (1 1/8) inches in height. A 
target shall not weigh less than 95 grams or more than 105 grams with an al-
lowable variation of plus or minus 5 grams per target lot. A target lot is defined 
as all targets with the same production lot number. 
 
E. Flights and Angles 
 
 Singles targets shall be thrown not less than 49 yards nor more than 51 
yards. Distance measurements are on level ground in still air. Targets shall be 
between 8 feet and 10 feet high, when 10 yards from Point B. The recommend-
ed height is 9 or 9 1/2 feet. The height at a point 10 yards from Point B is to be 
understood to mean height above an imaginary horizontal straight line drawn 
through the post and Point B. (See Diagram I) 
 
 Target height may also be set based on the height of the target at ten yards 
as measured above the level of the trap arm in the house rather than the height 
as measured from the number 3 shooting station. This is the recommended pro-
cedure at facilities where the installation of traps in the houses is inconsistent as 
to height.  
 
 Point B is defined as the intersection of a line measured 1 foot 6 inches or 2 
feet 6 inches from the outside vertical wall (farthest from the shooting stations) 
of the trap house and the centerline of the trap house. Please review Diagram II 
on page 56. Clubs constructing new trap house and fields should use the same 
point B measurement as their existing fields to keep all fields as consistent as 
possible. 
 
 In Singles shooting the trap shall be so adjusted that within the normal dis-
tribution of angles as thrown by the trap, the right angle shall not be less than 
17 degrees measured to the right of center (3BF), and not less than 17 degrees 
measured to the left of center (3BF), with a total angle between outside target 
limits of not less than 34 degrees. (See Diagram I) Under no circumstances shall 
a Standard Model 1524 trap be set in less than the #2 hole. Any other trap ma-
chine shall be adjusted so as to throw not less than equivalent angles. Where 
terrain allows, a visible stake may be placed on the centerline of the trap on 
the arc of a circle that has a radius of 50 yards and its center is Point B (Point F, 
Diagram I). 
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 To help in determining legal angles, stakes may be placed on the arc of a 
circle that has a radius of 50 yards and its center is Point B. One stake should be 
placed where a line drawn through Point A and Point B intersects this arc and 
another stake placed where a line drawn through Point C and Point B intersects 
the arc. These lines and stakes will assist in determining the required angles, but 
it is to be understood that the angle specifications apply when the target is from 
15 yards to 20 yards from the trap rather than where the target strikes the 
ground. However, no target is to be declared illegal unless it is significantly out-
side normal parameters (e.g., more than 10 degrees outside normal). In doubles 
shooting, targets shall be thrown not less than 44 yards nor more than 51 yards. 
Distance measurements are on level ground in still air. Targets shall be between 
8 feet and 12 feet high, when 10 yards from Point B. The recommended height is 
9 or 9 1/2 feet. The height at a point 10 yards from Point B is to be understood 
to mean height above an imaginary horizontal straight line drawn through the 
post and Point B. (See Diagram I). The trap shall be adjusted so the angle of 
target spread is not less than 34 degrees. Target height may also be set based 
on the height of the target at ten yards as measured above the level of the trap 
arm in the house rather than the height as measured from the number 3 shoot-
ing station.  
 
 The 17 degree angle will appear to be a straight-away from a point 3 1/2 
feet to the right of post 1; the 17 degree angle will appear to be a straight-away 
from a point 3 1/2 feet to the left of post 5. This 17 degree angle refers to the 
flight line of the target from the house to 15 or 20 yards out and can be used for 
singles, handicap, and doubles targets. 
 
 
 
F. Guns and Ammunition 
 
 Any shooter violating any of these Rules shall be disqualified from competi-
tion in accordance with these Rules.  Any such violator shall be referred to the 
Executive Committee for possible further disciplinary action. 
 
 A contestant cannot use: 
  1. A gun with a chamber larger than 12 gauge.  Guns of smaller gauges 
are permissible in registered and tournament shooting, but no competitive con-
sideration shall be given in recognition of that fact.  A contestant may not use a 
gun capable of chambering more than one gauge of shells at the same time.  For 
example, chambering 12 gauge and 20 gauge shells in the same gun at the 
same time is prohibited. 
 
 2. Loads that contain nickel or copper coated shot to tracer loads.  However, 
the use of lead, steel, bismuth or other composite non-toxic shot materials shall 
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be allowed.  Any gun club allowing shot materials described in this Rule, other 
than lead, shall be required to cover or shield all hard surfaces on trap fields 
which are known, or reasonably believed, to cause pellet ricochet with material 
which will prevent the shot pellets from rebounding and/or ricocheting. 
 
 3. Any load with a velocity greater than 1290 FPS [Feet Per Second] with a 
maximum charge of 1 1/8 ounces, or 1325 FPS with a maximum shot charge of 1 
ounce, or 1350 FPS with a maximum charge of 7/8 ounces, as measured in any 
individual shot shell.  These velocities are maximum and no individual shot shell 
shall exceed these limits for the designated shot charge.  In addition, no load 
containing more than 1 1/8 ounces or any shot larger than Number 7 ½ can be 
used.  Shot charges are maximum and no charge may exceed the charge 
amount by more than 3%. 
 
 4. Any shell with black powder. 
 
 5. Shoot management, IHSCTA official(s) or any contestant may challenge 
the load of any other contestant.  Any challenge shall be initiated so as to not 
disrupt the harmony of the shoot or interfere with other contestants not involved 
with the challenge.  On receipt of a challenge management or IHSCTA official(s) 
shall obtain a shell or shells from the challenged party, and if after examination, 
management or IHSCTA official(s) find the contestant violated the IHSCTA rule, 
he/she may be disqualified.  Any such initiated challenges, determined to be 
abusive in nature, will be referred to the IHSCTA Executive Committee for disci-
plinary action. 
 
 6. Due to liability reasons, factory ammunition shall be required for 
all competitions. 
 
 7.  Use of a hammer-action shotgun is strongly discouraged. 
 


